98      A   QUAINT   OLD   PLAYHOUSE   TRICK
No, no, keep him poof, and let him mind his
business: if the puppy leaves off playing the fool,
he's undone'*. The humouf of this lay in the fact
that when The Refusal had its production at
Dnify Lane on St Valentine's Day, 1721, the
part of Sir Gilbert Wrangle was played by
Pinkethman himself. Although Pinky was apt to
disconcert his cue-hunting associates by saying
a good deal more than was set down for him,
Colley Gibber had a great affection for the droll.